Mr. Ronald S. Smachetti

September 11, 1942 - August 15, 2020

Ron Smachetti died peacefully at home on August 15, 2020, from
complications of Hypokalemic Paralysis. Born in Adams, Massachusetts on
September 11, 1942, to Philomena and Steve Smachetti, he attended Adams
Schools, graduating from Adams Memorial High in 1961. He pursued degrees
from Wentworth Institute in Boston and the State University of New York,
Oswego. A lifelong teaching career began in Industrial Arts in New York state,
and Ron returned to the Berkshires in 1967 to begin his thirty-four-year career
at Drury High School in North Adams. During his tenure at Drury, Ron taught a
wide variety of math courses in addition to chairing the department. Being an
adjunct professor at MCLA for twenty years gave him an opportunity to further
share his passion for mathematics. In 1973, he received his first Master’s
Degree in Education from Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts and three
years later a Master of Arts in Teaching from Auburn University in Alabama.
During a later sabbatical, Ron studied at Boston University. Ron is survived by
his wife of fifty-two years, Madeleine (Jones), his daughter Kate, her husband
Jason Fitterling and their sons Matthew and Jack of Rumford, RI, and his
daughter Lauren Smachetti of Adams. He also leaves a sister Carol Cromwell,
her spouse Sis Bronson of Buffalo, NY, and brother Stephen and wife Ellen of
North Adams. Throughout his life, Ron met the challenges he encountered
with determination, creativity and skillful manipulation. A thirty-year battle with
Hypokalemia, a neuro-muscular condition that over time reduced muscle
strength and his ability to walk prompted alternative pathways to retain fitness



and mobility when the common course wasn’t possible. Instead of standing to
exercise, he swam a minimum of a mile daily for many years. As walking
became impossible, Ron used a wheel chair, motorized scooter and even
learned to drive a handicapped-accessible van to provide the means and
opportunity to live normally. During his final years he continued to attend
church services, exercise sessions and family outings. Ron welcomed the
attention and antics of his grandchildren and had a lifelong fan’s patience for
the Auburn Tigers and all Boston sports teams. A Liturgy of Christian Burial
will be celebrated on Friday, August 21st, at 10:00 AM in Notre Dame des
Sept Douleurs Church, McKinley Square, Adams. Burial will follow in Bellevue
Cemetery, Adams. There are no calling hours. Due to current public health
regulations, social distancing and wearing of face masks will be strictly
enforced at the church and cemetery. Ron’s family appreciates the caring,
knowledgeable staff of HospiceCare in the Berkshires, Inc. In his memory,
contributions may be sent to HospiceCare in the Berkshires, 877 South Street,
Suite 1W, Pittsfield, MA 01201. The PACIOREK FUNERAL HOME, Adams, is
in charge of arrangements. To leave a message of condolence, please go
online to www.paciorekfuneral.com



Cemetery Details

Bellevue Cemetery

Bellevue Ave.
Adams, MA 01220

Previous Events

Liturgy of Christian Burial

AUG 21. 10:00 AM (ET)

Notre Dame des Sept Douleurs Church
McKinley Square
Adams, MA 01220



Tribute Wall

I loved my grandfather so much | miss him so much RIP

Jack Fitterling - February 13 at 10:14 AM

We will miss Ron’s warm smile and the little chats we would have
with him before or after church. His courage and upbeat attitude in
the face of a debilitating condition is an inspiration to us. May he
Rest In Peace and in the hearts of all who loved him.

@ Joe and Jan Rogge

Jan Rogge - August 21, 2020 at 05:12 PM

Midge and family,

I am so sorry to hear that Ron has passed from this world. He was a
"gentleman” in every sense of the word. | enjoyed teaching with him
at MCLA. The tributes that have been coming in about him speak
volumes. Keep the memories that you all shared with him in front of
you. May he rest in peace.

judy Clarno

Judith Clarno - August 20, 2020 at 03:35 PM

Loving Grace was purchased for the family of Mr.
Ronald S. Smachetti.

August 18, 2020 at 02:14 PM


https://www.paciorekfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1427&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.paciorekfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1427&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I'm glad you included in Ron's obituary his exercise regimen to
stave off the effects of his chronic illness. His fortitude is a great
model for the rest of us.

Bob Scrivens

Bob Scrivens - August 18, 2020 at 09:28 AM

Linda Anthony McDonald lit a candle in ]

memory of Mr. Ronald S. Smachetti

Linda Anthony McDonald - August 18, 2020 at 09:17 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with all the Smachetti families.

As a high school student with had many fun times on Newark St.
with all of you.

| hope you all can find comfort at this difficult time, with all the fond
memories as a wonderful family.

Linda Anthony McDonald

Linda Anthony McDonald - August 18, 2020 at 09:20 AM

Carol, | am very sorry for the loss of your brother.

Joe kalisz - August 18, 2020 at 07:35 AM



