
Miss Dorothy E. Rice
July 18, 1939 - September 12, 2023

Early morning, September 12, 2023, perhaps with the rising of the sun,
Dorothy Elizabeth Rice swooped off with her angels to an ultimate family
reunion with our beloved parents and superlative six siblings. She passed
away peacefully in her sleep when her generous loving heart gave out. 
She was born in North Adams on July 18, 1939, a daughter of the late Hart
and Catherine (Murphy) Rice. Dot had an idyllic childhood growing up with her
ten siblings on Peace Valley Farm in Williamstown. Attending local schools,
she graduated from the former Williamstown High School in 1957, where she
was actively involved in band, chorus, cheerleading, student council, class
offices, etc. She went on to the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, the
only campus then, earning her bachelor’s degree in nursing in 1962. 

 Dot then went to New York City for the next 30 years, applying her expertise
and TLC, first at Bellevue Hospital and then at Columbia University Medical
Center. There she earned her master’s in nursing while working with heart
research, specializing in cardiovectorology. Her unit trained doctors from all
over the world in cutting edge cardiology techniques. Later, she returned to
Adams to help her mother cope with her failing eyesight until her passing in
1996. Next, she worked at the Adams Free Library from August 1999 to
August 2011. 

 She was a communicant of the Parish of St. John Paul II, Adams, first at the
former St. Thomas Aquinas Church, and later at Notre Dame des Sept
Douleurs Church for many years. Sometimes singing in the choir, she had a



lovely voice and was excellent at harmonizing. Dot especially appreciated her
vast loving family of ten siblings, a plethora of adoring nieces and nephews,
great nieces and great nephews, brothers and sisters-in-law, and all their
extended families. She also loved playing Scrabble, being out in nature,
weeding, raking leaves, shoveling snow, and spending time with her close
friends. 

 She had a compassionate heart for the less fortunate and contributed
generously to many organizations and charities. Plus, taking after our saintly
mom, Dot was our prayer warrior, constantly praying for all our families,
friends, and the whole world. 
Certainly we'll all mourn her passing, but focus on her being free of her
debilitated body, rapturously joyous in Heaven’s eternal bliss. Then we can
honor her life-well-lived by being kind, generous, and loving, and by letting our
heartlights shine to brighten up our weary world, so in need of special,
spiritual people, such as Dot was. 

 Dot is survived by her two sisters, Nancy Bassi of Adams and Virginia Farmer
of Casselberry, FL, and by her two brothers, Thomas Rice of Tempe, AZ and
William Rice of Lee. 
Besides her phenomenal parents, she was predeceased by her two brothers,
Hart Rice, Jr. and John Rice, as well as her four sisters, Mary Baker, Patricia
Austin, Margaret Bowes and Kathleen Rogers. 
A Liturgy of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Monday, September 18th at
12:00 NOON in Notre Dame des Sept Douleurs Church, Adams. 
Burial will follow in Southview Cemetery, North Adams. 
Calling hours are Monday IN THE CHURCH from 10:00 A.M. until 12:00
Noon. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Partners in Health, co-
founded by Gin’s late son Dr. Paul Farmer at www.pih.org or 800 Boylston St.,
Suite 300, Boston, MA 02199 or to a charity of one’s choice in Dot’s name.



Cemetery Details

Southview Cemetery

Church Street
North Adams, MA 01247

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 18. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Notre Dame des Sept Douleurs Church
21 Maple St.
Adams, MA 01220
http://www.acparishes.org

Liturgy of Christian Burial

SEP 18. 12:00 PM (ET)

Notre Dame des Sept Douleurs Church
21 Maple St.
Adams, MA 01220
http://www.acparishes.org
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John Bowes - November 06, 2023 at 01:06 PM

We miss you and love you Aunt Dot !! John Bowes & family

Jane Adams - September 16, 2023 at 08:50 AM

Dotty was the epitome of a Christian cheerleader where ever she
was ~~ bringing joy and positive thoughts to everyone and about
everyone. She was not interested in where you’d been or where you
were going or how you looked. She just knew you were one of
God’s children and that she would be praying for you. She was the
epitome of being selfless when she was the one needing help. 
I often went on walks with her at our little1961B class reunions and
could hear the pain underneath that little giggle. Our last walk she
had a hard time keeping up with her usual pace but of course in
Dotty style just kept struggling forward ignoring herself. 
I never met her sister, Nancy, but Dotty always lauded her strength
and support in her life. Thanks Nancy for being there in the tough
times and I know there were many!! Although Dotty never married,
she knew the value of love and family. She was an earthy angel for
sure. 
Relax, Dotty, you’re home. 
🦋 🦋. Jane MacNeil Adams



Paciorek Funeral Home - September 15, 2023 at 08:07 AM
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